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Editor’s Note

John T. Maher, C.M.

This issue of Vincentiana is devoted to a work of the Congregation 
that may seem obscure to the untrained eye, but one that traces itself 
back to the time of St. Vincent; namely, ministry as provincial directors 
to nearly 18,000 Daughters of Charity throughout the world. Today, 
over seventy confreres serve as provincial directors to 71 provinces and 
1 region of the Daughters of Charity. Indeed, when one considers the 
added number of confreres serving the Daughters as confessors, retreat 
masters, and spiritual directors, it is clear that the sons of St. Vincent 
continue to be faithful to this work he began over 350 years ago.

This issue contains highlights from proceedings of the July 2012 
world-wide meeting in Paris meeting of the provincial directors. Organ-
ized by the Director General Fr. Patrick Griffi n, it brought together 
confreres and Daughters to listen and learn from one another. As you 
will see from these articles, it was a rich and rewarding exchange of 
ideas. The topics discussed were far ranging, covering a gamut of 
historical, theological, pastoral and Vincentian charism presentations 
relevant to their role as provincial directors of the Daughters of 
Charity today.

As Sr. Evelyne Franc observed to the provincial directors in her 
address, “I don’t think you ever thought of the possibility of this 
service when you entered the Congregation, even though this ministry 
with the Daughters is included in your Constitutions”. Yet, our 
confreres are not only willing and adaptable, but as can be seen in 
these pages, deeply committed to assisting the Vincentian identity, 
spiritual formation and pastoral care of the Daughters. In writing on 
the role of the provincial director, Fr. Griffi n describes it as “breathing 
life into the Company” by leading the Daughters to a deeper awareness 
of their mission, as individuals and a community. Fr. Griffi n also shows 
a mastery of the ecclesial dimension of vowed life, weaving through 
various Church documents beginning with the Second Vatican Council 
up to post-millennial writings.

Fr. John Prager, provincial director of the Daughters in Ecuador, 
blends his knowledge of community history with a strong grasp of 
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Vincentian spirituality to demonstrate that Vincent de Paul’s theologi-
cal and apostolic vision made him co-founder of the Daughters of 
Charity. Fr. Fernando Casado, provincial director in Madrid, writes 
movingly on ministry to elderly sisters, and sees his work as supporting 
them “in the transition from doing to being... to help them to rediscover 
their vocation and the love they had when they began”. Fr. Fergus Kelly, 
provincial director in Great Britain, writes honestly of the challenges 
church and community face today. Using winter as an analogy to 
describe these diffi cult times, he is still fi lled with joy and hope in his 
ministry with the Daughters: “I have been blessed in my eleven years 
as a director. I have laughed and cried, sung at jubilees and danced at 
provincial assemblies... it has been great!”.

In this issue, we are also fortunate to have the ‘feminine perspective’ 
well represented, so important, as our provincial directors serve 18,000 
Daughters of Charity! In addition to Sr. Evelyne Franc’s comprehensive 
and faith-fi lled overview of the Daughters today, we also are privileged 
to have the wonderful work of Sr. Antoinette Marie, D.C., who focuses 
on the spirituality of St. Louise and the loving, lasting imprint it brings 
to bear on the Daughters today.

Special thanks must be extended to Fr. Griffi n for making these texts 
available for Vincentiana, a considerable task consuming much time 
and organization. It is also important to acknowledge the debt of 
gratitude owed by Vincentiana to the Secretariat of the Daughters of 
Charity at Rue du Bac for their generous assistance in providing the 
multiple translations of these texts. As many an editor of Vincentiana 
has expressed, good translators are worth their weight in gold.

One fi nal note: in referring to previous editors of this publication, 
one special person comes to mind, namely, Fr. Julio Suescun, C.M. 
who served as Editor of Vincentiana from 2007-2011. Fr. Julio was 
confrere with many talents, who served the Congregation well in his 
fi fty three years of priesthood. He was a gifted preacher, erudite profes-
sor, a respected formator, an elected provincial, and lastly, Editor of 
Vincentiana. Fr. Julio also served as a provincial director of the Daugh-
ters of Charity in Spain, and would no doubt be gratifi ed by the con-
tents of this issue. In light of his work as a provincial director of the 
Daughters, it seems only fair that as we give thanks for his life, this 
issue of Vincentiana is dedicated with gratitude to the life and 
ministry of Fr. Julio Suescun Olcoz, C.M.
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