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I address the theme that was requested by the Superior General
for this round table discussion and thus outline the path of the
Congregation in Latin America and the Caribbean from the time of
the last General Assembly until the present. I begin by stating two
presuppositions:

a) CLAPVI has become an ordinary institutional reality in the
life and the mission of our provinces and our local
communities.

b) Thanks to this reality the natural resonance to the General
Assemblies of the Congregation is particularly enthusiastic
and has a great impact on us. In other words, our confer-
ence has created among us a very close relation with the
General Assembly, a relationship that existed even before
the Assembly of 2004 when the Final Document took on a
new dimension by including the concretization of the
challenges through means of continental lines of actions.

I now place before you my reflections which will deal with
four levels.

1. The resonance in Latin American and the Caribbean to the
XL General Assembly

There have been four sources which at the same time have
become paths

a) The challenges of our provinces, among which I highlight:
accompaniment of the people, especially the poor; mission-
ary and evangelizing parishes with a traditional vision of
reality, work with the laity and youth and with regard to the
Vincentian Family; a more prophetic personal, community
and institutional witness; planned vocational promotion;
initial and permanent formation that is renewed and renew-
ing; openness to the missions ad gentes; response to the new
poverties, such as immigration; inter-provincial cooperation.
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b) The dreams that we shared with the previous Superior
General in the meeting that took place during the 2004
General Assembly: local communities centered on the Word
of God and provinces with a missionary understanding
ad extra; attention to youth; programs of vocation
promotion and leadership formation; fertile ground for
community life; missionaries involved in the formation of
the clergy; specific Latin American spirituality.

c) The lines of action that we proposed in the last General
Assembly: the Vincentian vocation as key in following the
evangelizer of the poor; assimilation of the anthropology of
the poor; Latin American school of Vincentian spirituality;
inter-provincial missions and missions ad gentes; articula-
tion of objectives with the Vincentian Family; youth minis-
try that is more than vocational; humanness of formation;
inter-provincial cooperation; a sense of belonging that is
more charismatic than institutional.

d) The postulata of the General Assembly referred to the
Continental Conferences: the regionalization of formation
and the establishment of a fund for provinces in need;
fomenting youth ministry and vocational promotion;
ecumenical and inter-confessional dialogue; the ministerial
character of our priestly vocation.

2. The activities in Latin America and the Caribbean that
responded to the challenges of the XL General Assembly

Here I refer to those that had a continental character, some of
which were animated by the provinces, and others by CLAPVI; all of
which were part of two different three year plans that were
formulated in the last two Ordinary Assemblies of CLAPVI, that of
Lima in 2005 and that of Buenos Aires in 2008. I list these according
to the plans outlined in the last General Assembly.

a) Revitalize our vocation: Latin American school of Vincentian
spirituality in Curitiba; meeting in Bogota that dealt with the
anthropology of affectivity; meeting in Rio de Janeiro on
Lectio Divina and Lectio Vincentiana; meeting of young
missionaries in Mexico; meeting of brothers in Santo
Domingo.

b) Strengthen our apostolic activity: respond to new situations
of poverty and the more vulnerable with provincial and local
plans for systemic change; defense of life that is threatened
and planning this with the support of the commissions
for justice and peace and creation; courses in Santiago,
Chile for evangelizing and missionary parishes; two meet-
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ings with the Vincentian Family (Mexico and Bogota);
meeting in Caracas with the advisors of the Vincentian
Family; Latin American and Caribbean meeting in Mexico
on systemic change.

c) Renew our community life: provincial meetings to deal with
the Practical Guide for Local Superiors; provincial for-
mation teams; four formation courses for formators;
inter-provincial Internal Seminaries; meeting of treasurers
in Panama; normalization of the irregular situation of
confreres; regionalization of CLAPVI by zones; publication
of the magazine CLAPVI.

3. The principal ideas that have been highlighted in Latin
America and the Caribbean during the last few years

Here we deal with convictions that have taken root in the heart,
not only Vincentian convictions but also convictions with regard to
the consecrated life and the Latin American Church.

a) The centrality of the Word of God as the rock of the Church
and the foundation for the missionary following of the
Teacher, the soul of theology, spirituality, formation,
and pastoral ministry, the path for personal encounter with
the living Lord.

b) The ability to listen which unites obedience with action,
justice with love, witness with preaching, faith with
righteousness, worship with social commitment.

c) The suffering face of Christ in the suffering faces of the
poor: everything that has to do with Christ is also related to
the poor and everything related to the poor has a claim on
Jesus Christ.

d) Unity and diversity in Latin America and the Caribbean,
our great nation, the common home of many people who
reflect on their lights and shadows, their richness and
poverty, the unity and the diversity of the Trinitarian
community.

e) The possibility of a new Vincentian life, at the service of the
poor with a lifestyle that reflects that of the poor and is
more evangelical and significant.

f) The prophetic character of our Conference, CLAPVI which
has been configured in a way that is proper to the
Vincentian Family but faithful to our common roots and
the international character of our charism and the inter-
continental character of our provinces.
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4. Difficulties in fulfilling our commitments

The majority of these pertain to the context in which we live;
some, however, are reflected in the interior of the missionaries and
the communities and stem from what the document of Aparecida
considers as change: change that is rapid and profound; cultural
change that has affected the spiritual well-being of our people and as
a result, affects our candidates and missionaries. We prefer to
catalogue these as new scenes and emerging issues and we can
classify these in three categories:

a) Social-cultural: their impact is not only economical but also
human and ecological and are a result of the world’s
financial crisis; impoverishment and the increase of misery;
the split between ethics and the economy; the increase of
activities in search for natural resources which damage the
environment; human trafficking; widespread and wholesale
corruption; narco-trafficking and its impunity; neo-popular
authoritarianism and dysfunctional democracy; anthropo-
logical reductionism of educational reforms; the disasters in
Haiti and Chile,; the undocumented status of millions of
Latinos in the United States.

b) Religious and ecclesial: religious syncretism; the search for
God outside of traditional institutions; the loss of credibility
on the part of religious institutions as recognized by Apare-
cida as “declining structures” in the Church; the seeming
irrelevance of traditional models of consecrated life.

c) Vincentian: decline in vocations, the aging of our mission-
aries, the absence of confreres, new illnesses, the deteriora-
tion of interpersonal relationships, the weakening of
apostolic efforts, the loss of a sense of belonging, activism,
the abandonment of personal prayer, the neglect of
community life, the primacy of relationships outside the
community rather than inside, the tight economy of our
provinces.

Translation: CHARLES T. PLOCK, C.M.
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