
MISSION APPEAL LETTER

Rome, 24 October 2010

To all the Members of the Congregation of the Mission

Dear Confreres,

May the grace and peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ fill your heart
now and forever!

Once again, my brothers, we are in the month of October,
the month dedicated to missions and our traditional appeal letter.
I would like you, each and every missionary who reads this letter,
to reflect on the statements from two of the documents that came out
of our General Assembly: the Synthesis and our Lines of Action.
These comments come from the General Assembly of the Congre-
gation of the Mission, the maximum authority who helps us to live
faithfully the charism that Saint Vincent de Paul has entrusted to us.

I begin by quoting from the synthesis, under the section The Lord
Calls Us in the Cry of the Poor. As is stated, “Moved by love we will
go where the poor call us, even where others have not dared to go,
and find ever creative ways of meeting their needs.” Under the
section Responding in Greater Creativity to Mission and Charity it
says, “A more effective service of the poor wherever they are found,
demands that we strengthen the collaboration in the worldwide Con-
gregation.” This is expressed in several ways: “Through collaboration
in missions ad gentes and in initiatives within the provinces or
conference that benefit the whole Congregation, for example
exchange of personnel....”

In our Lines of Action entitled Creative Fidelity to the Mission,
the General Assembly recognizes “its responsibility for a great
heritage from Saint Vincent and the first missionaries up to our day.”
We are called to be “docile to the Holy Spirit who wishes to make
more dynamic our fidelity in creativity to the mission. And we are
called to reinvigorate the charism attentive to the signs of the times.”

Under #4 in the Lines of Action, we speak of creativity in our
ministries. Let me highlight four goals presented to the whole of the
Congregation by the General Assembly.

• To review our ministries and the structures of our com-
munity life to enhance their missionary dimension
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• To foster personal availability and mobility to participate in
new and challenging missionary projects

• To undertake new works of evangelization in the area of new
emerging cultures, ecumenical and religious dialog

• To go to the most distant missions ad gentes...

Having reflected on this call from the maximum authority of the
Congregation of the Mission I present to you updates and petitions
from different missionary places whether they are international
missions, requests from Bishops or requests from individual
provinces.

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

1. We have been blessed with four new volunteers for the
international mission of Papua New Guinea: a confrere and a
layman from the Philippines, a confrere from Nigeria and a
confrere from the Province of the Orient. These missionaries will
be serving in the Holy Spirit Seminary as well as in the parish of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, both in the diocese of Port Moresby
and another in the parish of Our Lady of Fatima in Woitape.
I received a letter from Bishop Rochus Josef Tatama, of Bereina
stating the following: “I would like to express my sincere
gratitude and appreciation to you and your congregation for
responding positively to our request, thus committing Fr. Włodzi-
mierz Małota to be in our presence. I would like to express from
the outset my deepest joy and gratitude for him as a person,
a priest and religious from your community. There is new life
and great hope for his ministry and passion for the salvation of
souls and the people are responding positively with greater
commitment and dedication. But I currently have four vacant pa-
rishes in the mountains without any resident priest. This region
is very rugged and mountainous and thus the people are isolated
with little or no basic social services. In my pastoral visits I walk
for nine, sometimes fourteen hours to get to the nearest parish
station. All in all, this part of my diocese is very challenging and
very strengthening spiritually. I would officially like to propose
this region to your Congregation and would happily welcome
your confreres to come and join us. My view is there are four
parishes where four to five confreres can live together in
community and do the pastoral visits within the boundaries.
I would like to see the Vincentians take more responsibility for
this area and concentrate a well-coordinated pastoral program
for the well being of this population. I believe a specific area as
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such with the contribution of missionaries from different
provinces of your congregation will contribute to the mountain
people in a very great way.”

Also from Papua New Guinea, I have a request from Bishop
Gilles from Kiunga. He states, “I come to follow up on my
previous petitions presented some years ago after my visit to your
Generalate. Since no response was given, my two petitions
remain the same: one priest to be a companion to my priests and
one priest to care for the formation house where we want to
prepare candidates for seminary life. I am aware that your needs
and requests are many, but the only way to obtain priests is to
keep asking for priests. Please do not forget us.” The language in
the mission of Papua New Guinea is English and pidgin English.

2. We are happy to report that there are three confreres awaiting
visas to join the five confreres already present in the international
mission in the Solomon Islands. They will be joined by a
confrere from Argentina, a confrere from Eritrea and a confrere
from Indonesia, bringing the total to eight confreres, which
meets the basic number that the mission has asked for; but the
confreres in the mission wish to expand. New possibilities such
as a parish in nearby Auki diocese. The Bishop is a religious,
a Dominican; his parents were trained by the Vincentians.
He welcomes us to his diocese. Recently the Sisters of Charity of
St. Vincent de Paul of Zagreb have made a commitment,
following upon the 350th anniversary of the deaths of Saint
Vincent and Saint Louise, to open a new mission. Four Sisters
are currently being prepared to go to the diocese of Auki. Cannot
we, as Vincentians, assist them and the rest of the diocese in
being bearers of good news for our lords and masters, the poor?
The language is English and pidgin English.

3. In the third international mission, in Bolivia, presently there are
three confreres in El Alto, one from the Eastern Province of the
United States, one from the Province of Madrid whose contract
was recently renewed for another three years, and one from the
province of Paris. They are awaiting a new member to arrive
from the Province of Peru. The mission in El Alto is one of our
most difficult missions because of the territory, the language and
the culture. The bishop was recently in Rome and visited our
General Curia. He is most grateful for the presence of the
Vincentians and he desires us to expand our presence there,
particularly in giving support not only to these abandoned
mission parishes but also to accompany his seminarians in
formation.
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Our new mission in Cochabamba has two members who are
preparing to take over a new parish: one from the Province of
Colombia, who is also the Director of the Daughters of Charity,
and the other from the Province of Chile, a Bolivian, the former
Director of the Daughters of Charity. Shortly they will be joined
by a third confrere, a Bolivian from the Province of Chile.
This new mission is being solidified and they will not only serve
the needs of the people of the area, but support the Vincentian
Family who have called us to be one with them. The language is
Spanish and the native language of the people.

NEW MISSIONS

4. I share now new invitations that have been made, as well as
renewing some previous invitations that have yet to be responded
to. Last year I received a letter from a Bishop in Angola. He says
the following: “I was recently named bishop of the Diocese of
Mbanza Congo, Angola. Visiting the diocese I was struck by the
lack of diocesan clergy and missionaries as well. The diocese is
situated in the northern part of Angola, an area of 39,459 km2.”
Because the population is large and the pastoral agents are few,
he says, “I confidently and humbly write looking to your congre-
gation with the possibility of opening a presence in our diocese,
having as the principal reasons, the evangelization ad gentes
and/or the direction of our minor seminary.” That request came
last year, and still is waiting for someone to respond. Since then,
I have received petitions from two other bishops in Angola whose
requests I share with you.

5. The bishop of the Diocese of Sumbe, Angola writes, “...60,000
km2, with a population of close to two million inhabitants.
We have 35 priests and 50 religious. The charism of your
Congregation has a place very appropriate in our diocese. In fact,
you can also find there the Daughters of Charity and other
members of the Vincentian Family.” In my visit to Angola at the
end of last year, a young member of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul said to me, “Father we have all the branches of the
Vincentian Family present in Angola, except for one, the Congre-
gation of the Mission. We need you. We want you.” The bishop of
Sumbe wrote me again recently saying, “I am very grateful for
the renewed hope that one day the Congregation of the Mission
will come and work in my diocese. Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception, the patron of the diocese, will help us to achieve this
most urgent need.” In an interview that I had with the Bishop,

430 G. Gregory Gay, C.M.

VINCENTIANA 4-2010 - INGLESE 22 Febbraio 2011 − 3ª BOZZA



together with the Daughters of Charity in Angola, I noticed that
his Bishop’s ring is the Miraculous Medal, to whom he has great
devotion. Might it be a sign that the Lord is calling us to work
there to support the Vincentian Family, particularly the
Daughters of Charity? I bring that to you for your reflection.

6. The Bishop from the Diocese of Malanje, Angola, recently
wrote, “Passing through Madrid I spoke with the Visitatrix of the
Province of St. Vincent asking what I should do in order to
request missionaries from the Congregation of the Mission.
She indicated that I should speak with the Superior General.”
He says that he needs the presence of missionaries both for
mission parishes and for educational promotion. The Daughters
of Charity would like very much to have the presence of the
missionaries of St. Vincent de Paul to accompany them
spiritually. The language in Angola is Portuguese.

7. During our General Assembly I received an e-mail from the
bishop of Kaolack in Senegal. He says, “it is my desire to
reinforce the missionary presence in the Diocese of Kaolack.”
He was told by some religious missionaries of the existence of the
Congregation of the Mission, called Vincentians, who have mis-
sionaries in Africa, mentioning Ethiopia and Tanzania. He says
“it is for that reason, with much confidence that I solicit the
presence of your Congregation for the works of evangelization in
the Diocese of Kaolack.” The language is French.

8. I have received and invitation from the Bishop of Tunis where
currently one of our confreres from the Province of Toulouse is
carrying out a missionary experience. The Bishop knows well our
heritage. His cathedral is named after Saint Vincent de Paul and
in the parish that he wishes to offer to the Congregation of the
Mission, there is a painting of Saint Vincent when he was held in
captivity. The bishop is requesting two missionaries, one priest
and one brother, or two priests. The one missionary would
dedicate his time to the activities of the parish in addition to
a ministry to the prison and chaplaincy to the Daughters of
Charity and the Sisters of Charity of Mother Teresa. The other
missionary, priest or brother, could teach in one of the schools in
Tunis, English or any other subject that he would be qualified
for, and/or work in Caritas as well as in the Archives of the
diocese. He would hope that one of the missionaries be young
enough to carry out full-time ministry. The other missionary
could be older in age, with possibilities of less mobility yet
energetic to do pastoral ministry. Interestingly enough, the main
language is English. He says that the majority of those who
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participate in the Eucharist on the weekends are of African
descent, many being from Nigeria, and a small but active group
of Filipinos. The Bishop is very enthusiastic and would be de-
lighted if he had confreres from the Congregation of the Mission.
He particularly mentioned the possibility of the confreres coming
from either Nigeria or another English-speaking country in Africa
and/or the Philippines. The Daughters of Charity are present in
Tunis, as well as other parts of Northern Africa. Confreres could
be of assistance to them as well.

PROVINCIAL MISSIONS

9. I would like to move on to the provincial missions where Visitors
have asked for support from missionaries from around the world.
I begin with the Region of Haiti. Recently the Visitor wrote to
me saying he wanted to give the opportunity to some of our
Haitian confreres to study outside of Haiti, thus the need for
other missionaries to be present in Haiti, to integrate into the
community life of those present in the Region. The possibilities
of work in Haiti at this time are unlimited, accompanying the
Vincentian Family as well as the Daughters of Charity in many
of the different projects of reconstruction after the terrible
destruction caused by the earthquake. The language is French
or Creole.

10. As always I make an appeal for confreres to respond to the needs
of our mission in the Province of Cuba. One of the bishops there
wrote to me saying that there has been a lack of clergy since the
19th century. Therefore, in most cases, the Cuban countryside and
many small areas lack a proper spiritual attention. He states that
the presence of the Church, even in the cities as well as in the
countryside, is truly poor, especially in the region of the east.
Recently a confrere from the Province of Colombia has joined the
Province of Cuba. Last year, as I had reported, a confrere from
Spain, coming from Madagascar, entered the mission. The needs
are great as well as are the challenges that Cuba presents.
The language is Spanish.

11. Once again, I extend a petition for missionaries in the mission
parish of Santiago Apóstol, Amubri, Talamanca, Costa Rica.
The request was made last year and unfortunately there were
no responses. The parish is a mountainous area, inhabited by
10,000 indigenous Bribris and 3,000 Cabécares. The region has
33 communities. The parish center is in Amubri. In order to get
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there you must cross the river by boat and then go 8 km to the
parish center. The parish relies heavily on lay pastoral agents in
different communities. Their leadership, and therefore their
formation, is fundamental. The Vice-Province of Costa Rica
makes a call to the Congregation throughout the world for a few
good missionaries who want to share this way of faith with
the indigenous of Talamanca so that these our brothers and
sisters may also enjoy the privilege of knowing deeply God’s love
for them. The language is Spanish and also the language of the
local people.

12. In Honduras, the Province of Barcelona continually requests
assistance in their mission in Honduras. It involves a great
deal of work with lay missionaries and pastoral team ministry.
The language is Spanish and Moskitia.

13. Our Province of China also makes an appeal to the international
Congregation of the Mission. I wish to request specifically for
confreres to go to mainland China. Special efforts are being made
so that the Asia Pacific Visitors Conference can coordinate a
better preparation for evangelization, something that many
religious congregations throughout the world have been doing for
a number of years now.

14. Another regular request is from the Vice-Province of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius. As I wrote previously, it is an area that is
challenging yet promising for evangelizers. The Vice-Province is
nurturing vocations from the Ukraine as well as Belorussia yet
not fast enough to be able to respond to the various needs the
Vice-Province has at this time. I make an appeal for young men
in the Congregation of the Mission who are willing to make a
sacrifice to serve in an area of the world that clambers to know
God’s love in the Catholic faith. I am pleased with the efforts that
the Vice-Province of Sts. Cyril and Methodius is making in colla-
borating with the Vincentian Family in a number of projects of
evangelization and service of the most abandoned. The common
language of the confreres in the Province is Russian.

15. Another missionary Vice-Province that is always in need of
assistance is Mozambique. It has confreres from Portugal as well
as from Brazil, Mexico and a number of countries in Africa such
as Nigeria, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Congo. The language in this
very international Vice-Province is Portuguese and the language
of the people. The Province of Salamanca and the Vice-Province
of Mozambique are negotiating in order that the mission of
Nacala become a part of the Vice-Province. This is a good
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experience of interprovincial collaboration and expansion. At the
same time, even though personnel resources are low, the con-
freres in Mozambique have opened yet another mission.
Presently they are awaiting the arrival of a volunteer who comes
from El Salvador, a diocesan priest who is willing to serve in this
mission territory of the Congregation of the Mission.

16. We have need of a missionary in Hungary, a province that has
only nine confreres. The province is involved in three principal
activities: pastoral ministry at the Catholic University of
Piliscsaba (Budapest) and at the school in Szob; accompanying
the Daughters of Charity in Hungary and Romania; and a new
service that the Province wants to begin this year: a new team for
the popular missions. The language used is Hungarian.

I want to conclude with the very prayer that Saint Vincent himself
expressed, asking for good missionaries.

“Lord, send your Church good workers, but they should be really
good ones. Send good missioners, men such as they should be,
to work hard in Your vineyard; persons, my God, truly detached
from themselves, their own ease, and worldly goods. They can be
a smaller number, provided they are good. Grant Your Church
this grace, Lord” (XI, 312-322).

Your brother in Saint Vincent,

G. Gregory Gay, C.M.
Superior General

INFORMATION AND CRITERIA FOR THOSE WHO WRITE

1. After a period of serious discernment, if you should feel moved to
volunteer, please send your letter or e-mail to Rome no later than
27 November 2010 or again by February 27, 2011 so that we might
review the requests in our tempo forte meetings of December
and March.

2. It is, of course, helpful to know the language beforehand, but it is
not absolutely necessary. A period of cultural and language
training will be provided for the missionaries.
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3. While we have decided that no automatic age cutoff would be
established, it is surely necessary that the missionary have rea-
sonably good health and the flexibility needed for inculturation.

4. Confreres who volunteer should inform the Visitor that they have
done so. I will also dialogue with the Visitor about the matter.

5. Your letter should give some background about your person,
your ministerial experience, your languages, and your training.
It should also express any particular interests that you have,
such as the mission in which you would like to take part.

6. Even if you have already written in the past, please contact me
again. Experience has demonstrated that confreres who are not
available at one moment might be available at another.

7. If you cannot go to the missions, perhaps your monetary con-
tribution can represent your zeal for the mission. Every year
about 15 eligible provinces needing help to realize their
mission, seek a micro-project grant of $ 5,000 or less from the
Vincentian Solidarity fund. These grants can be awarded by
the VSO (through the Curia) quickly and with minimal paper-
work. The VSO reports on the wonderful fruits of these grants
in its quarterly bulletin (available at www.famvian.org/vso).
The well for the micro-project grants is going dry. Donations
to the Vincentian Solidarity Fund are the only source of
funding for these micro-project grants.

VINCENTIAN SOLIDARITY FUND:
TO MAKE A CONTRIIBUTION

Provincial, House and Individual Contributions:

1. Checks made payable to: “Congregazione della Missione” and with
“Deposit Only” written on the back. These should be sent to:

Treasurer General
Via dei Capasso, 30
00164 Roma Italy

2. Other possibilities for bank transfers can be discussed with the
Treasurer General.

In every case:

3. All gifts received will be acknowledged. (If your contribution is not
acknowledged in a reasonable time, please contact us for
clarification.)

4. Please inform us if you are making any transfer of money,
as described above.
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