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P. TOMAŽ MAVRIČ CM, 
IN TEFÉ

Amazonas - Brazil



From 12 to 15 May 2023, we had the pleasant visit of the Father Superior of the
Congregation of the Mission, Fr.
of the mission, Fr Tomaž Mavrič CM, in Tefé Amazonas, Brazil. This visit was
scheduled for 2020, which was not possible because of the pandemic; this time we
were blessed by this visit and above all to feel the presence of St. Vincent de Paul
and that peace that only a man of God can transmit.
He came to know our internal reality as well as the pastoral life of the Church in
which we are present in the Abial neighbourhood of the city of Tefé, in fact a
precarious place of the common goods of the municipality as well as of the state. In
the same way, he was able to visit the mission area in Caiambé, the lake of Catuá,
the river Solimones and the lake of Caiambé. They were days full of activities but it
was really worth it, because the riverinhas communities were waiting for this great
visit and so were we, missionaries of this vicariate.
It is gratifying to see the faithful so happy to see these events, as well as to go to
celebrate the Holy Eucharist in an indigenous Kokama village and after the
celebration that simple sharing with the people and families a fish broth with a
typical meal typical of this region.
After visiting the communities and the two houses, we had a fraternal meeting with
the bishop, reaffirming the permanence of our charism in these places.



This visit gives us much hope for this
vicariate, because it is the request of
Father General to the province of
Fortaleza as well as to other provinces to
respond with the permanence in this
mission and to open a canonical house.
So the projects are enormous and with
the help of God and St. Vincent de Paul
the congregation will be permeating its
spirituality in this beloved Amazon.
We are still waiting for a new missionary
so that the team will be made up of four
confreres between the months of
September or October to join the mission
of Caiambé. For the moment we are still
with Fathers Marcos Martins CM, Father
Bonifácio dos Santos and Father Abel
Cuetocué CM.
Father General arrived with the company
of Father Severino CM from the province
of Fortaleza, and Father Edmir CM from
the province of Rio de Janeiro. We are
very grateful for the passing of our
successor to Father Tomaž Mavrič and
we offer our prayers to him and to all the
General Curia. God in the first place.

Frat, Abel Cuetocué Pardo CM





NEW DIRECTORS OF
PROVINCIAL
COMMUNICATION
OFFICES 

A LEAP INTO THE FUTURE
OF COMMUNICATION



In the run-up to the V centenary of the Congregation of the Mission, for the first
time, each Province of the Congregation now has a dedicated Director of
Communication. This important development was announced by the Superior
General, Tomaž Mavrič, CM, who confirmed each appointment through an official
letter. The role of "Provincial Communications Director" was open to all:
missionaries, lay people, men and women.
The decision to appoint a Communication Officer for each Province reflects the
growing importance of digital communication in today's world. In an age where
information spreads at breakneck speed and online interactions have become the
norm, the Congregation of the Mission recognises the need to have a strong and
coherent presence on the digital continent.
These communication officers, elected by the Province but confirmed by the
Superior General, represent an important step forward for the Congregation. They
will have the task of managing and coordinating the digital communication of their
Province and interacting with the Congregation's Communications Office based at
the Curia, which manages the official channels of the CM, thus ensuring that the
message of the Vincentian charism reaches the widest possible audience.
This new role not only recognises the importance of digital communication, but
also highlights the Congregation's commitment to ongoing formation and
education. In this regard, the Congregation of the Mission has recently organised
the 1st Meeting for New Directors.



The Congregation of the Mission has always stood out for its commitment to
education and care for the needy. Today, this commitment also extends to the
digital world.
The digitalisation of society is a growing phenomenon that permeates all spheres of
daily life, including religion. Recognising the importance of this new means of
communication, the Vincentian Missionaries have decided to invest in digital
competencies, not only for themselves, but also for all those who recognise the
Vincentian charism as a concrete life choice.
In this meeting, the Communication Office shared first of all the role of the new
Directors and how to manage the communication with the General Office, while
also offering the participants the necessary skills to better disseminate the contents
of the Vincentian charism. Special attention was given to teaching techniques for
writing optimised articles for the web and taking high quality photos, fundamental
skills for effective social communication.

Writing for the web requires a specific set of skills. People tend to read differently
online than they do on paper, so it is essential to know writing techniques that
capture the reader's attention and facilitate comprehension of the content. During
the course, participants learned how to structure an article, how to use keywords
effectively to improve SEO (search engine optimisation) and how to make their
texts more readable and attractive.
Quality photography is another key element of digital communication. A picture is
worth a thousand words, especially in the context of social media, where eye-
catching photos can greatly increase audience engagement. Therefore, participants
learned the basics of digital photography to create images that effectively
communicate their message.
This meeting not only provided participants with the technical skills needed to
navigate the digital world, but also emphasised the importance of the message that
is conveyed through these tools. As missionaries, the main goal is always to spread
the word of God and help others. These new digital skills are not only a tool to
reach more people, but also a way to make the message more powerful and
attractive.



Digital literacy is a crucial step into the future for Vincentian Missionaries. With
these new skills, they are prepared to face the challenges of the digital world and
continue their mission of charity and education during the fifth centenary that awaits
them. In an increasingly connected world, the Congregation of the Mission once
again demonstrates its ability to adapt to change while keeping its commitment to
the community alive.
Digital innovation is a great opportunity for the Congregation of the Mission. It offers
new means to reach and engage people, to spread the Gospel and to broaden the
impact of its charitable works. This digital literacy course is an important step in this
direction, as it prepares the congregation and its faithful to take full advantage of
the opportunities offered by the digital world.
The course provided a unique opportunity for learning and growth. It offered
participants the possibility to develop new skills, but also to reflect on how to use
them in the service of others.
The Congregation of the Mission thus continues its journey into the future,
combining the wisdom and experience of tradition with the freshness and
innovation of digital. This balance between past and future, between the human
and the technological, between word and image, is the key to effective
communication in today's world. And the Vincentian Missionaries, with their digital
literacy course, are leading the way in this new era of religious communication.



CHINESE PROVINCE
VISIT VIETNAM 



How do you start changing the culture of vocation for consecrated life when for
decades local vocation has been depressingly scarce? This question has been
always a great challenge for confreres in Taiwan. With this question in mind, the
Chinese Province organized a pilgrimage trip for confreres and lay people to
Vietnam, a country where vocation to consecrated life is thriving, to understand and
appreciate how vocation is formed.



Together with 20 lay people from different Vincentian parishes, fourteen confreres
from Taiwan and one from China went to the southern part of Vietnam on May 3-
10, 2023 to visit formation houses under the CM Vietnam Province and to other
places of interests. Upon arrival on May 3, 2023, they immediately visited the
formation house for Orientation Year students at the outskirts of Ho Chih Minh City.
Students and formators gave warm welcome to the group by offering dinner and
time for lively interaction. On May 4, 2023, they visited Durando Institute in Dalat
City, a formation house for philosophy and theology students. They interacted with
seminarians, join meals and visited different parts of the seminary to feel and
understand better their life in the seminary. It was also an opportunity for confreres
to meet personally three Vietnamese candidates being formed in Vietnam for the
Chinese Province. On May 9, 2023, the group visited the novitiate house in Dong
Nai and spent some time with novices and formators.
The trip to Vietnam was a revelation for most lay people as they realized the long
and intricate process of forming vocation. Taiwan being heavily reliant on foreign
missionaries for evangelization works has a weak culture for local vocation. With
rapidly dwindling population and indifference to religion among young people,
cultivating the culture of vocation has to start from us - missionaries and adult lay
people. This exposure is just a small beginning yet a creative way of cultivating a
culture of vocation among us. May God through His goodness let a seed of local
vocation grows.

Fr. Ferdinand Labitag, CM
Provincial Visitor



MGR. VARGHESE
THOTTAMKARA, CM.

Bishop of the Diocese of Balasore



Dear Fathers, Sisters, Brothers and Lay faithful,

I am pleasedto inform you that His Holiness Pope Francis has appointed Rt.
Rev. Varghese Thottamkara, C.M., presently the Bishop of Apostolic Vicariate
of Nekemte in Ethiopia (North-Eastern part of Africa Region), as the Bishop of
Balasore Diocese.
Bishop  Varghese  Thottamkara  was  born  on  2nd June,1959 at
Thottuva,Cheranallor, Ernakulam District, to late Souru and Mariam
Thottamkara. He belongs to St. Joseph'sChurch, Thottuva of the Archdiocese
of Ernakulam-Angamally.
After finishing the Matriculation studies at Koovapady, he joined the minor
seminaryof the Congregation of the Mission (CM) in Gopalpurin July 1976.He
was ordained priest on 6th  January 1987 at his home parish, St. Joseph’s
Church, Thottuva by CardinalAntony Padiyara.
In 1987, he served as Assistant Pastorat Muniguda and from 1988-1990 as
Assistant Pastorand hostel warden at Christnagar (Allada). In 1990 he was
sentto Ethiopia to teach in the Minor Seminary of the Vincentians of Ethiopia at
Ambo. In 1992 he taught in the Major Seminary at Addis Ababa as a visiting
Professor. In 1993 he was transferred to Addis Ababaas the first Rector of St.
Paul’s MajorSeminary of the Apostolic Vicariate of Nekemte. He also servedas
the Judicial Vicar of the Vicariates of Southern Ethiopia.He holds a Licentiate in
Moral Theology. In 1997,he was appointed Rector of theVincentian Major
Seminaryat Addis Ababa.



In 2003,he was electedAssistant Provincial of the Southern Indian Province, and
in 2004he was appointed Rectorand Superior of St. Vincent’s Mission House,
Aluva.The Superior General appointed him Procurator Generalof the
Congregation of the Mission(CM) and of the Daughters of Charitycum Archivist at
the GeneralCuria in 2005.In 2010 he was electedone of the Assistant Generals of
the Congregation of the Mission. He has been given the responsibility of
Assistant for the Missionsand Delegate to the Provinces and International
Missions of Asia Pacific Zone.
On 28th  ofJune 2013 Holy Father nominated Fr.Varghese Thottamkara
CoadjutorBishop of the Apostolic Vicariate ofNekemte in Ethiopia;he was
ordainedbishopon13th  August 2013 and succeeded as the Vicar Apostolic on
10th  November, 2013.
On 10th  May, 2023, the Holy Father has appointed Rt. Rev. Varghese
Thottamkara as Bishop of Balasore.
Congratulations and Prayerful Best Wishes to Rt. Rev.Varghese Thottamkara
CM,the new Bishop of Balasore Diocese.

Fr.Isaac Puthenangady
Diocesan Administrator



REPORT ON 60TH
YEAR FOR PRAYER

FOR VOCATION
 



The program was initiated and organized by the Vincentian Family with Fr. Amith
the coordinator of FAMVIN PNG. The event was held at Sacred Heart Teachers
College - Bomana.
From 7.00 a.m. – 9.00 a.m. was the arrival time for all those who took part in this
spiritual gathering. They were Vincentian Family groups (CM, AMM and VMY
members) in the parish, who were transported to and from the hosting areas in an
organized transport from Holy Spirit Seminary by Fr. Amith. There were some
Religious Congregations who came in their own vehicles and they were the main
focus people in the program. The team from Radio Maria was also present to live
broadcast the day’s activities.



The day’s activities were opened by the Deputy Principal of the Sacred Heart
teachers College Mr. Oitunatu who also welcomed everyone to the program.
Then from 9:30 a.m. – 12.00 noon. all those Religious Congregations who came,
had turns in giving their talk about their Spirituality and their mission in general and
in Papua New Guinea. Their spiritual awareness speeches were inspiring, inviting
and encouraging to the young people (youths) to start thinking deeply into their lives
and make better decisions. During the speeches, there were some Holy Name of
Jesus Parish Youth groups who danced and sang making the program alive and
interesting. These were some of the many Religious Congregation Members,
Society of Apostolic Life and some other Associations were present: such as
Capuchins, SVD, The Salesians, The Passionists, St Joseph of Cluny Sisters, The
Handmaids of Our Lord Ancilla Domini- AD Sisters, Our Lady of Sacred Heart
(OLSH) Sisters, DMI Sisters, Siervas de San Jose Sisters, Canosians Sisters,
Diocesans Seminarians and Vincentian Missionaries, Association of Miraculous
Medal and Vincentian Marian Youth.
From 12.00 noon to 1:00 p.m. we had our Eucharistic Celebration presided by Fr.
Marcin CM with two other priest Fr. Joseph CM and One Passionist Priest. The
liturgy was prepared and led by the students of the hosting college and Vincentian
Marian Youth, After the Holy Mass, some congregations gave their pamphlets out to
the youths to read.
The program successfully came to an end at 1:30 p.m. where Fr. Amith, the
coordinator of the program thanked everyone; All departed home safely.

Reports Prepared By-
Mrs. Mary Mitil and Mrs. Philo Ben.
Members of Association of Miraculous Medal.



FIRST MEETING OF
YOUNG MISSIONARIES
OF THE CM OF PANAMA
AND COSTA RICA



We gathered 14 young missionaries at the Colegio Seminario de San Vicente de
Paúl in San José, Costa Rica, on 16 and 17 May 2023. We had the participation of
1 deacon, two students and 11 priests who work in these two countries. The Vice-
Province of Costa Rica, the Region of Panama, the Province of Central America
and a confrere from the Province of Colombia were represented.
On the first day we were accompanied by two professors of great human, pastoral,
vocational and academic quality who presented the following topics:
1. Father Luis Fernando Calderón addressed us on the subject: administration of
the goods of the Church and the organisation of parish management.
2. Father Manuel Chavarría animated us with the theme: The identity of the
missionary ad gentes in a diocesan parish context.



Reflection on the Eucharist of the first day.

We share some inspirations that were given in the Eucharist:
1. This meeting encourages us to return to our sources. To situate myself with hope
in the reality in which I find myself.
2. The importance of administering the resources of the church well, making audits
and inventories. To know the canons on this subject. Remember the pillars of our
vocation. Interacting with each other as a community makes it easier for us to
cooperate with the Evangelising Mission.
3. Call to humility in the handling of finances. Level of awareness and responsibility
that one is acquiring in the transparency of the management of goods. The
parishes have lay professionals who support us or can support us in this good
administration.
4. As CM we must administer the goods of the Church well.
5. In the curriculum of theology, we should take the subject of administration,
economy and accounting in a professional way.
6. Consumerism versus investment, honesty and accountability.
7. Create with the parish community financial processes in relation to the pastoral
work being carried out.
8. We need to be consistent in the relationship of prayer, Eucharist and healthy
stewardship. I cannot be a man of prayer and a bad steward.
9. To transmit from our witness these themes: Why has the Spirit brought us
together now? What does God propose to us young confreres in these contexts
and in this meeting?
10. To be anti-Christian is to steal money from people of good will who support the
work of evangelisation.
11. Let us be surprised by the Spirit and be united in doing his work.
 



Second day.

The prayer, sharing, reflection and community walk continued on the second day.
The mood of the meeting was very positive and the opportunity to get to know,
listen to and accompany each other was the reason for the desire to continue
strengthening this process as a CM.
This first meeting has been very fruitful and we are grateful for all the effort made.
We are very grateful for all the organisation and the spirit of hospitality we have
received.

The young confreres suggest the following topics for future meetings:
1. Vincentian Spirituality and liturgy.
2. Criminal law.
3. Missionary charism and affectivity.
4. Administration of goods since the constitution of the CM.
5. Canon Law, Synodal meeting, breaking the mould of provincialism.
6. Financial and sexual scandals.
7. Parish circular economy
8. Pederasty.
9. Economics, parish administration and criminal law aspects of the administration
and integration of the human dimension of the confreres.
10. Liturgy and sacraments.
11. Crime and penalties in Canon Law.



In synodal unity with the call of the General Assembly of the CM to revitalise the
identity of the CM and with Pope Francis to guarantee the ethical nature in the
management of the goods and resources of the Church. We with Faith in Jesus and
Lord Vincent join this synodal, Samaritan and missionary church. 



DIACONATE ORDINATION
Congo



Un diácono "es un siervo de Dios que
sirve a los demás con humildad", antes de
instarles a comportarse de forma que
muestren a la gente que son hombres de
Dios. "Servir a los pobres y a los
enfermos es la primera tarea de un
diácono". 

Obispo Ernest Ngboko.

On the 5th Sunday of Easter, Sunday 07 May 2023, 3 of our confreres were
ordained deacons by Mgr Ernest NGBOKO, CICM, Metropolitan Archbishop of
Mbandaka-Bikoro, at the Parish of the Holy Martyrs of Uganda in Mandaka. They
are Brothers Ronsard MBOOBATA, CM, Daniel MBOYO, CM and Michel DJAMBU,
CM.
Before this ordination, the confreres took part in the preparatory retreat preached
by Father Pierre NGOMA, CM. At present, the three new deacons are finishing their
licentiate in Theology at the University of St. Augustine in Kinshasa.



PRIESTLY AND
DIACONAL

ORDINATIONS
Krakow



On 20 May 2023 in Krakow, four confreres of the Polish Province (Marcin Cyburt
CM, Dawid Grabowski CM, Łukasz Mostowik CM and Karol Wójcik CM) were
ordained priests and three were ordained deacons (Kamil Szczygielski CM, Łukasz
Pokusa CM and Jakub Pikor CM). The liturgy was presided over by Mgr Robert
Chrząszcz, auxiliary bishop of the archdiocese of Kraków.





DIACONATE ORDINATION
OF JOSÉ ALEXANDER

PALACIOS



On Saturday, May 20, José Alexander Palacios’s confreres, family, and friends
congregated at The Basilica Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal in
Philadelphia, PA, to witness his diaconate ordination. This event marked the first
ordination ever held at newly designated Basilica Shrine.

Bishop Alfonso Cabezas, CM, served as the ordaining celebrant. Numerous
Vincentians, family members, friends, and members of the community joined the
Bishop to partake in the joyous occasion of Alex’s ordination.

In his homily, Bishop Cabezas emphasized that “to reign” implies “to serve,”
highlighting the role of a deacon as one who is sent forth to serve.

Reflecting on his discernment journey, Alex recounts how his initial inclination
leaned more toward the sacrament of matrimony rather than holy orders.
However, his curiosity about religious life deepened when he had the opportunity
to attend a Vincentian seminary. It was during a vocation meeting at this
seminary that he experienced a profound sense of belonging and communal life
as a Vincentian seminarian. Shortly thereafter, he made the decision to join the
Vincentians and embark on this path to priesthood.





15TH JUBILEE
PILGRIMAGE TO BLESSED

MARTHA WIECKA
 



On May 20-21, a jubilee pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of Blessed Marta Wiecka in
Snyatyn took place. Despite the martial law, we managed to make the pilgrimage,
but in a slightly different format. About 220 people took part in the pilgrimage:
priests, sisters, clergy, parishioners who honor and love the Blessed,
representatives of the Vincentian Family branches from different cities and regions
of Ukraine.



The pilgrimage began on Saturday with the Holy Mass, which was led by the Visitor
of the Vice-Province of SS. Cyril and Methodius Rev. Fr. Leonid Kuklyshyn, CM.
The same day, sister Halyna Luptovych DC held a conference with a prayer vigil
about the life and following of the ministry of Blessed Sister Marta by
contemporaries. Listeners in Ukraine and around the world had the opportunity to
join the vigil through the Catholic Radio Maria.
The next day, on Sunday, the solemn Holy Mass was broadcast on Radio Maria
and the Catholic television of the Eternal Word (EWTN) Ukraine, so that everyone
who could not come to Sniatyn could join the spiritually in prayer! Father Jan Trzop,
CM, Superior of the parish of St. Anna from Mount Carmel, where the Sanctuary of
the Blessed Marta is located, greeted all present pilgrims, parishioners and guests.
The solemn Holy Mass was headed by the bishop-ordinary of the Kyiv-Zhytomyr
Diocese in Ukraine, Father Vitalіі Kryvytskyi SDB. All people prayed together for the
victory of Ukraine in this terrible war, which was started by Russia against our
country, for a fair peace and for all defenders, for victims and captives, for all the
dead who gave their lives for our independence… During the sermon, Father
Bishop Vitalii addressed attention of those present that "today we really need
"Martas Wiecka" to serve in hospitals, families, to serve the needy... Marta Wiecka
showed us a good example with her life and work … an example of courage, mercy
… sacrifice for the sake of people close to us …». In Sniatyn, since the very
beginning of Russia's armed aggression, the faithful (parishioners...) have been
gathering daily at 3:00 p.m. nearby the grave of Blessed Sister Marta Wiecka and
have been praying for victory in the war, for destroying of evil, for all defenders…
Everyone can spiritually join the joint prayer at this time.



After the Holy Mass, the relics
of Blessed Marta Wiecka
were honored and everyone
in their hearts gave their
worries, wishes, gratitude to
our God through the
"mother", as they called
Blessed Sister Marta during
her lifetime.
Thank God for good weather
and the opportunity to
celebrate this jubilee
pilgrimage!



PRAYER
 

O God, You have called Sister Marta Wiecka
to the Company of the Daughters of Charity,

so that following your Son she might serve the poor and the sick.
Faithful to your call

she walked the path of the Vincentian vocation
sacrificing herself entirely,

to the point of giving her life for her neighbour.
O my God, I glorify You

for all the gifts that You have given to Blessed Marta Wiecka.
I beseech You to manifest through her intercession
the power of your Love and grant me the grace...

which I ask of You with humility and trust,
if it is according to your holy will.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Whoever receives graces or miracles, please inform the following address:
Archiwumsmk@szarytki.pl



PUBLICATIONS



VINCENTIAN MARIAN YOUTH
 

AN INTEGRAL FORMATION



The Father Visitor of
the Province of Congo,
Father Justin Emene
has just published a
book entitled "Jeunesse
Mariale Vincentienne
en RDC". This book is
intended for the
formation of our young
people to keep alive the
Marian and Vincentian
spirituality, to mark the
Vincentian presence.
Note that this book is
the first structured way
of presenting and
giving the formation
material to be given to
the children and young
people of VMY.



The prayer of Mary's true encounter with Jesus leads to contemplation and
commitment to a more open charity.
charity. Catherine Labouré lived this prayer at the express request of the Virgin
Mary in order to reach out to all humanity with this burning fire of charity, so that
young people would be the true anchor of her mission. Without an integral
formation that recovers young people from a working class background, humanity
would be helpless. They need to know God and the Church in order to live fully the
mystery of salvation.
It is up to catechists and youth workers to make good use of this manual, which
takes into account the pastoral realities of the Church, which remains the only
foundation, to help them serve the poor.
Since we only give what we have, a good formation will give the Church and society
well-formed, prayerful, virtuous and servant young people.



VICENTE 
AN AGENT OF CHANGE



Vincent de Paul is the founder of the Congregation of the Mission (C.M.) (also
called Lazarists in France, Vincentians in English-speaking countries,
Vinzentiner in German-speaking countries, Paules in Spain, and vicentinos in
Latin America; but these are not officially registered names). He is primarily
recognized for his charity and compassion for the poor, for his reform of the
clergy, and for his early role in opposing Jansenism. Vincent's intention behind
founding the C.M. was to preach missions to the peasantry, to evangelize the
poor spiritually and materially, and to educate and train pastoral clergy. The
foundation contract of the C.M. emphasizes the spiritual ministry more firmly
than the material ministry. However, the C.M. is well known for its charitable
activities, and Vincent de Paul is proclaimed by the catholic church 'the patron
of all charitable societies'.

Possible to buy by 

FR. JAISON AMBADAN CM

https://www.amazon.es/dp/B0C5X6YWH1


MOVEMENTS

NECROLOGIUM
 

NECROLOGIUM
 

NECROLOGIUM
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